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INTRODUCTION

Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800 drew upon the NGV’s diverse permanent collection to explore the theme of love in art, and the changing
representations of this complex emotion throughout the early modern
period in Europe.
Featuring more than 200 works from the NGV’s International Collection,
some of which had never been displayed before, the exhibition demonstrated the balance between modest and grandiose, civic and domestic,
micro and macro, from Vivarini’s grand-scale, much-celebrated painting
The Garden of Love to tiny pieces of jewellery, worn against the body as
love tokens or in memoriam. Through these diverse objects and images,
the exhibition explored notions of public display and private emotion,
ostentation and intimacy, of performance and of feeling.
The exhibition also considered love in relation to its associated emotions
such as desire, wonder, ecstasy, affection, compassion, envy, melancholy, longing and hope, as well as the ways in which these combine and
intersect. Bringing together a diverse array of works from the Medieval
to the Romantic period, Love: Art of Emotion examined the shifting,
multifaceted expressions of this rich and perennially relevant subject.

This exhibition was produced in collaboration with the Australian Research Council Centre of
Excellence for the History of Emotions and The University of Melbourne.

Love: Art of Emotion: 1400 – 1800
installation image, NGV International
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EXHIBITION SUMMARY
Exhibition title:

Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800

Exhibition dates:

31 March – 18 June 2017

Number of days:

80 days

Exhibition preview:

30 March 2017

Collaborating Partners:

Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for the
History of Emotions and The University of Melbourne.

Opening speaker:

Dr Lisa Beaven, University of Melbourne

Key speakers:

Prof Charles Zika, Centre for the History of Emotions
Dr David McInnis, University of Melbourne

Daily visitor hours:

10am – 5pm daily

Venue:

NGV International

Exhibition scale:

220 works

Exhibition Curators:

Dr Angela Hesson

Attendance:

During the 80 days of the exhibition, a total of 626,387 people
visited NGV International. This figure represents the total
potential audience for Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800.
Entry to the exhibition was free.

Catalogues:

774 copies of the catalogue were sold.

Love: Art of Emotion: 1400 – 1800
installation image, NGV International
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS REPORT
PUBLIC PROGRAMS FOR LOVE: ART OF EMOTION 1400 – 1800
INCLUDED A MUSICAL PERFORMANCE, AND TALKS BY THE
EXHIBITION CURATOR, ACADEMICS AND OTHER EXPERTS,
DELVING INTO THE MANY MANIFESTATIONS OF LOVE IN ARTS,
LITERATURE AND THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
CURATOR’S PERSPECTIVE – 110PAX
Saturday, 1 April 2017; Saturday, 17 June 2017
Exhibition curator Dr Angela Hesson introduced the varied expressions of love featured in the exhibition and discussed the changing
representations of this complex emotion in European art from the
early modern period.
WHY WE LOVE – 65PAX
Saturday, 1 April 2017
Professor Charles Zika, Chief Investigator in the Australian Research
Council Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions, and
Dr Nadine Cameron, faculty member of The School of Life appeared
in conversation with Associate Professor Alison Inglis of the University
of Melbourne to mark the opening of the exhibition Love: Art of
Emotion. This program was a discussion of the importance of love
to the human experience, and its ongoing role as the subject of
artistic expression.
MELBOURNE MASTERCLASS: OBJECTS, SOUNDS AND STORIES
OF LOVE –93 PAX
Wednesday, 12, 19 & 26 April 2017
Led by Love: Art of Emotion curator and lead researcher, Dr Angela
Hesson, the masterclass series was a blend of lectures, discussions
and performances by some of Melbourne University’s most celebrated scholars and musicians. Each week of this masterclass series
with explored a theme within the exhibition: Objects of Love: History;
Stories of Love: Film and Literature and Sounds of Love: Music. The
first two sessions also included exclusive exhibition viewings for the
participants.

LOVE REMIXED- 17 PAX
Saturday, 27 May 2017
Staff and students from VCA Animation and MCM Early Music Studio
created an immersive experience of music, sound and vision - remixing Love: Art of Emotion. A truly unique twist on LOVE was presented
with live electronic performances, DJs and interactive visuals. Love
in art, and the changing manifestations of this complex emotion–was
reimagined in a modern remixed flavour.
LOVE LITERATURE READINGS – 36PAX
Saturday, 6 May 2017
Dr David McInnis, Gerry Higgins Lecturer in Shakespeare Studies at
the University of Melbourne performed readings from Shakespeare’s
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The readings were selected as a
demonstration of the manifestation of passionate and unrequited
love in the literary canon.
MSO AT NGV: HAYDN’S THE CREATION – 245PAX
Saturday, 10 June 2017
Melba Opera Trust singers Hannah Dahlenburg, Daniel Carison
and Anthony Abouhamad performed excerpts of Joseph Haydn’s
The Creation in the NGV’s 17th-18th century galleries. In addition
to the performances, this program featured a discussion between
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra Director of Artistic Planning
Ronald Vermuelen and exhibition curator Dr Angela Hessen regarding the relationship between Haydn’s The Creation, Henry Fuseli’s
Milton, when a youth, and John Milton’s Paradise Lost.
Total attendance to specialised programs: 556

MSO at NGV: Haydn’s The Creation public
program at NGV International, 10 June 2017.
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CURATORIAL RATIONALE
Love: Art of Emotion came about as a consequence of a partnership
between the NGV and the Australian Research Council Centre of
Excellence for the History of Emotions, a research centre based at
universities around Australia, which uses historical knowledge from
Europe, 1100-1800 to understand the long history of emotional behaviours. From the outset, the intention was that the exhibition should
draw upon objects and images from across the NGV’s permanent
collection, in order to explore the theme of love and its diverse modes
of expression in art. A key aim of the CHE is to study long-term changes
in emotional concepts, expressions and regulation in early-modern
Europe, and therefore the chronological and geographical sweep
of this exhibition, as well as its thematic range, was relatively broad.
As such, it provided a rare opportunity to showcase numerous works
from throughout the NGV’s rich and varied collections, which had rarely
or never been displayed before.
Love, in the early modern era, was not so much a single emotion as an
intricate constellation of feelings, experienced and expressed by the
individual as well as broader society. Accordingly, the exhibition considered love in relation to its diverse associated emotions such as desire,
wonder, passion, ecstasy, affection, compassion, hope, envy, pity,
regret, melancholy, bitterness, longing, comfort and hope, and the ways
in which these combine and intersect, and transition from one to another.
Love: Art of Emotion presented depictions of love across these variations
in a variety of media, as well non-representational and functional objects
which might be perceived to be infused with emotion. In addition to
paintings and sculpture, the exhibition featured works on paper, textiles,
ceramics and glass, furniture and jewellery.

Structurally, the exhibition traced the notion of a trajectory or cycle of love,
applicable across the many variations of the word, from love’s inception
to its afterlife. The three phases of love which structured the exhibition
were: Anticipation, Realisation, Remembrance. Throughout these sections
flowed an exploration of notions of public display and private emotion, of
performance and of feeling, with emphasis within each upon love as both
a metaphysical and corporeal experience.
Conservation treatments were carried out on a number of key works,
most notably The Garden of Love. Senior Conservator John Payne, who
had carried out treatments on the work over his 30-year career at NGV,
undertook the treatment as one of his final projects prior to retirement,
and contributed an entry to the publication detailing his relationship with
one of the NGV’s most beloved works.
Design was a crucial component – any exhibition grounded in the idea
of emotion must, almost by definition, possess the capacity to have
a visceral as well as an intellectual impact on visitors. The all-black
colour scheme united the many disparate objects, and provided a
fittingly moody ambiance for contemplation of this complex emotion.
A soundtrack was also selected – Just by David Lang - which took its
lyrics from the Song of Songs, and thus reflected both the devotional and
erotic aspects of the exhibition. Another special feature was a multimedia
display, offering close-up imagery of mourning jewellery being handled
by NGV conservators, providing visitors with an intimate, tactile view of
these tiny, precious objects.
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PUBLICATION

EDUCATION REPORT

The exhibition was accompanied by an extensive, fully illustrated publication, co-edited by Angela Hesson, Matthew Martin and Charles Zika.
From romantic desire to religious devotion, from patriotism to narcissism
to nostalgia, Love: Art of Emotion 1400–1800 explored notions of public
display and private sentiment, ostentation and intimacy. Featuring texts
by leading scholars and curators, the book considered the capacity of
art and objects to materialise and model emotion, from Vivarini’s grandscale, much-celebrated painting The Garden of Love to tiny pieces of
jewellery worn against the body as love tokens or in memoriam. Here,
love is manifested across a broad range of cultural forms, media and
objects, from the intellectually or spiritually elevated to the popular and
the practical. The publication was divided into five thematic essays,
in addition to an introduction (Angela Hesson, exhibition curator), an
afterword (Gary Schwartz, independent scholar), and short texts for a
select number of key works. Each major essay considered the notion of
love with reference to objects and images in the exhibition that intimate,
give expression to, or otherwise evoke, particular manifestations of love.
Essays included: Myths of Love (Anne Dunlop, University of Melbourne);
Spaces of Love (Patricia Simons, University of Michigan); Bodies of Love
(James Grantham Turner, Berkeley); Objects of Love (Angela Hesson
and Lisa Beaven, University of Melbourne); Rituals of Love (Matthew
Martin, NGV).

LOVE: ART OF EMOTION 1400 – 1800 WAS INCORPORATED INTO
COLLECTION TOURS GIVEN BY THE NGV’S VOLUNTARY
GUIDES. A TEAM OF 11 NGV VOLUNTARY GUIDES OFFERED
4 TOURS PER WEEK, AND A TOTAL OF 433 VISITORS PARTICIPATED IN 67 TOURS.
A RANGE OF SPECIALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS WERE
DEVELOPED FOR LOVE: ART OF EMOTION 1400 – 1800 IN
COLLABORATION WITH THE CENTRE FOR THE HISTORY
OF EMOTIONS.
YOUNG WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
Wednesday, 17 May 2017 - Friday, 20 May 2017
Students were introduced to the exhibition by curator Dr Angela Hessen.
They then had the opportunity to work closely with professional writers
Tony Thompson, Lucy Van and Dr Mark Nicholls, to develop their own
writing inspired by the exhibition.
VICTORIAN PRIMARY SCHOOL PHILOSOTHON
Wednesday, 31 May - Friday, 2 June 2017
An outreach professional learning program for Primary School Teachers
was held at Horsham Regional Art Gallery, Hamilton Art Gallery and
Warrnambool Art Gallery. The program demonstrated the NGV Victorian
Primary School Philosothon, a model developed by the NGV which
utilizes Visual Art to explore critical and creative thinking strategies and
to analyse and evaluate ethical issues.
In addition to these specialized programs, Love: Art of Emotion 1400 –
1800 was included in introductory tours of the collection for students.
Nearly 3000 students and teachers visited the exhibition.
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NGV MEMBERS REPORT

EXHIBITION EVENTS REPORT

The following events were held exclusively for NGV members:

The following events were held to celebrate Love: Art of Emotion
1400 – 1800:

MEMBERS EXHIBITION PREVIEW
Thursday, 30 March 2017
108 pax
MEMBERS BOOK CLUB: THE COURSE OF LOVE
Wednesday, 26 April 2017
20 pax
MEMBERS BOOK CLUB: THE COURSE OF LOVE
Saturday, 29 April 2017
20 pax

OFFICIAL OPENING AND ACADEMIC LECTURE
Thursday, 30 March 2017
Dr Lisa Beaven Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Australian
Research Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions presented
the lecture Amor Vincit Omnia (Love Conquers All) to mark the official
opening of the exhibition.
SYMPOSIUM: THE EMOTIONS OF LOVE IN THE ART OF LATE
MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN EUROPE
Thursday, 4 May - Saturday, 6 May 2017
Presented by the Australian Research Centre of Excellence for the
History of Emotions, and convened by Professor Charles Zika and Dr
Angela Hesson, the symposium featured speakers from the University
of Melbourne, University of Adelaide, University of Sydney, Australian
National University, University of Western Australia, University of
Heidelberg, Richmond University, University of Massachusetts,
University of Michigan, University of Western Ontario, the State Library
of Victoria and the National Gallery of Victoria.
The symposium engaged with and extended the themes presented
in Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800, primarily through visual art but
also through literature and music Presentations explored how artists,
authors and musicians expressed and aroused feelings of love, and
considered how these representations created new understandings of
love, which in turn influenced developments in the religious, political,
cultural and domestic spheres.

NGV Foundation viewing of Love: Art of
Emotion: 1400 – 1800 at NGV International.
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MARKETING REPORT
PRINT COLLATERAL

ONLINE PRESENCE

Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800 was featured in NGV What’s On
guides, NGV Magazine, onsite wayfinding signage and screens, paid
and organic social media, and NGV eNews.

NGV WEBSITE
Love: Art of Emotion featured prominently on the website with the
exhibition webpage receiving 39,434 views.

NGV WHAT’S ON GUIDES
• Bi-monthly features: Mar-Apr and May-Jun editions

SOCIAL MEDIA
• More than 8,200 engagements (likes, comments, shares)

• Distribution: 50,000 per edition at both NGV sites, cafes and
information centres throughout Melbourne’s CBD and surrounding
suburbs.

• Video content generated 48,137 views.

NGV MAGAZINE
• Distribution: 27,000+ per issue to NGV Members, key stakeholders
and via NGV design store
NGV ENEWS
• Featured in regular communications to over 106,000 General and
Members subscribers
NGV WHAT’S ON GUIDES

LOVE: ART OF EMOTION 1400–1800
31 MARCH – 18 JUNE 2017 | FREE ENTRY
NGV INTERNATIONAL | GROUND LEVEL
From the Medieval to the Romantic period, discover shifting, multifaceted
expressions of love in more than 200 works from the NGV Collection.
This exhibition presents love’s many variations – including romantic love,
friendship, religious devotion and patriotism – in paintings, sculpture,
prints and drawings, costume, furniture and religious artefacts.
Explore the balance between the modest and grandiose, civic and
domestic, micro and macro, from Vivarini’s grand-scale painting
The Garden of Love to tiny pieces of jewellery worn as love tokens
or in memoriam in the early modern period in Europe.
For related programming see page 33.
MEMBER EXCLUSIVES
NGV Members enjoy an exclusive
exhibition preview, see page 29.
TOURS
Voluntary Guide Tours
Wed, Fri & Sun, 11.30am
Meet Guides Meeting Point,
Ground Level

Audio Describing Tours
Audio Describing tours are
available for those who are blind
or have low vision.
Bookings essential
tour.bookings@ngv.vic.gov.au
Booked Group Tours
Cost $8 per person or $80 for
groups of 10 or less.
Terms and conditions apply.
Bookings
tour.bookings@ngv.vic.gov.au

THE LANGUAGE OF ORNAMENT
UNTIL DECEMBER 2017 | FREE ENTRY
NGV INTERNATIONAL | LEVEL 2, DECORATIVE ARTS PASSAGE
Explore how a series of motifs have been borrowed, reinterpreted and
translated in design from Antiquity through to the twenty-first century.
Despite the conscious rejection of ornament throughout much of the
twentieth century, any attempt to deny it has been short lived as seen
in the work of the Memphis designers of the 1980s – the revenge of
ornament on modernism. The Language of Ornament encompasses
a rich selection of works from the NGV Collection, including ceramics,
glass, metalwork, furniture, textiles, contemporary design and
pop culture.

This exhibition is sponsored by the Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for the
History of Emotions (project number CE110001011).

PRESENTED BY
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(opposite)
Master of the Stories of Helen
Antonio Vivarini (studio of)
The Garden of Love c. 1465–70
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
Felton Bequest, 1948

(above)
Philippe-Joseph Brocard (decorator)
Jug c. 1880
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
Presented through The Art Foundation of
Victoria by Sir Thomas and Lady Travers,
Governors, 1982
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MEDIA REPORT
The media campaign for Love: Art of Emotion 1400 – 1800 garnered a
range of coverage across print, broadcast, and online mediums.
The exhibition achieved national coverage across Fairfax papers with a
major review by Lindy Percival, that appeared in The Saturday Age and
The Canberra Times, as well as figuring across national Fairfax online
news sites. Christopher Allen wrote a major review for the Weekend
Australian – Review, noting ‘There are many delights in this exhibition,
which is free and would reward a couple of leisurely visits, preferably
with a magnifying glass if you want to appreciate some of the fine and
sometimes very small engravings and etchings.’
The exhibition achieved broadcast coverage across ABC programs
with a feature interview with Angela Hesson on ABC News Breakfast,
with a further curator interviews on ABC Radio – Evenings, ABC Radio –
Afternoons and Joy FM.
Further highlights include online stories and listings in The Conversation,
The Daily Review, Wall Street International, The Senior AU amongst
others.
Refer to Appendix 1 for Media clippings.

A visitor enjoying Love: Art of Emotion:
1400 – 1800 at NGV International
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NGV WEBSITE PAGE
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INSTALLATION IMAGES
Refer to Appendix 3 for Exhibition Design plans
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