
Cultural Warning: Please be aware this booklet includes images and names of people that may cause sadness or distress to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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Year 3

Year 4

Fanny Balbuk Yooreel 
Education Pack

DESCRIPTION
Students use the map of Perth city and the emotions cards to discuss the emotional 
connections they have to specific sites and places and why. Students watch the 
documentary about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel. Students redistribute the emotions cards across 
the map to display Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s connection to the land and to give them a new 
understanding of the Perth cityscape and the kinds of connections it holds for Aboriginal 
people in the past and today. Students then complete other activities that help them to 
identify the changes that occurred for Aboriginal peoples and the Perth landscape through 
colonisation and how these changes made different groups of people feel.

EQUIPMENT LIST
• Printed sets of maps, activity 1 and 2 sheets and emotions cards for group work (these 

can be laminated and reused)

• Internet access for Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary: https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY

• Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet

• Printed worksheets for individual student work

OUTCOMES
Students should be able to:

• Understand the connection 
between emotions and 
behaviour.

• Understand the connection 
between emotions and place.

• Display an understanding of 
the changes that occurred 
for Aboriginal peoples and 
the Perth landscape due 
to European settlement in 
Western Australia.

https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY


Cover Image: Elder Marie Taylor leads the 
inaugural Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Walk through the 
City of Perth. Courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust 

of Western Australia.

All the other images in this education resource are 
courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust of Western 

Australia.
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS
This table displays the direct or potential curriculum links that this resource has to the Western Australian Curriculum.

Year 3 Year 4
Knowledge and Understanding

Geography

Language groups of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples divide their country/place and differ from the 
surveyed boundaries of Australian states and territories.

The similarities and differences between places in terms of their 
type of settlement, the diversity of people (e.g. age, birthplace, 
language, family composition), the lives of the people who live 
there, and feelings and perceptions about places.

One important example of change and one important example of 
continuity over time in the local community, region or state/
territory (e.g. in relation to the areas of transport, work, education, 
natural and built environments, entertainment, daily life).

Literacy

The role that different cultural groups have played in the 
development and character of the local community (e.g. as 
reflected in architecture, commercial outlets, religious buildings), 
compared with development in another community.

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understanding of a topic (e.g. brainstorm, 
KWL chart).

• Locate and collect information from a variety of sources (e.g. 
photographs, maps, books, interviews, internet).

• Record selected information and/or data (e.g. use graphic 
organisers, develop note-taking strategies).

• Recognise the ethical protocols that exist when gathering 
information and/or data (e.g. respecting others’ work).

Analysing

Identify different points of view/perspectives in information and/or 
data (e.g. distinguish fact from opinion, explore different stories on 
the same topic).

Evaluating

Draw conclusions and give explanations based on the information 
and/or data displayed in texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. show 
similarities and differences).

Communicating and Reflecting

Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on 
findings in different ways (e.g. complete a KWL chart, propose 
action in response to new knowledge).

Knowledge and Understanding

Government and Society

People belong to diverse groups, such as cultural, religious and/or 
social groups, and this can shape identity.

Geography

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ ways of living were 
adapted to available resources and their connection to country/place 
has influenced their views on the sustainable use of these resources, 
before and after colonisation.

History

The diversity and longevity of Australia’s first peoples and the ways 
they are connected to country/place (e.g. land, sea, waterways, skies) 
and their pre-contact ways of life.

The nature of contact between Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and others (e.g. the Macassans, Europeans) and the impact 
that these interactions and colonisation had on the environment and 
people’s lives (e.g. dispossession, dislocation, the loss of lives through 
conflict, disease, loss of food sources and medicines).

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understanding of a topic (e.g. brainstorm, KWL 
chart).

• Locate and collect information from a variety of sources (e.g. 
photographs, maps, books, interviews, internet).

• Record selected information and/or data (e.g. use graphic 
organisers, develop note-taking strategies).

• Recognise the ethical protocols that exist when gathering 
information and/or data (e.g. respecting others’ work).

Analysing

Identify different points of view/perspectives in information and/or data 
(e.g. distinguish fact from opinion, explore different stories on the 
same topic).

Evaluating

Draw conclusions and give explanations based on the information and/
or data displayed in texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. show 
similarities and differences).

Communicating and Reflecting

Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on findings in 
different ways (e.g. complete a KWL chart, propose action in response 
to new knowledge).
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LESSON PLANS
These activities should be completed over a 
minimum of two lessons.  However, more advanced 
classes that finish work quickly can use the 
worksheets as extension activities or homework.

LESSON 1 TIME
Total 50 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – PERTH CITY MAP

• Students are split into small groups with a map of Perth city, a set of emotions cards and activity sheet 1.

• Students consider the landmarks on the map (1-8) and put down an emotion card for each that describes 
their emotional connections to specific sites and places and why.

• They do not need to use all of the emotions; only the ones that they believe describe how they feel.

10 minutes

CLASS DISCUSSION

• Ask students to share how different landmarks, sites and places made them feel and explain why they felt 
that way. Write these on the board for everyone to see.

• Ask the students if there are other locations they can name in addition to the ones they have looked at in the 
city that they feel a strong emotional connection to.

5 minutes

DOCUMENTARY – FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL

Students watch the documentary about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel.

30 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – PERTH CITY MAP

• Students split into the same small groups they started in with a map of Perth city, a set of emotions cards 
and activity sheet 2.

• Students consider the landmarks on the map (1-8) and put down an emotion card for each that describes 
how they feel about that landmark now that they are aware of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and her connection to 
the place.

• They do not need to use all of the emotions; only the ones that they believe describe how they feel. 

5 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Think, Pair, Share.

• Students consider the following questions: How do the Noongar women Elders in the documentary feel 
about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel? In what ways is she significant for them?

• Students should think about their answers alone, then tell their ideas to a partner, before sharing with the 
class.
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LESSON 2 TIME
Total 45–55 minutes

LEARNING REVIEW

• Teacher facilitates class discussion about the activities completed in the previous lesson. Students should 
be able to identify who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel was and how she is associated with the area that is now Perth.

5 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – RESEARCH

• Using the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet (or an alternative reference text) students try to identify as many 
changes as they can that occurred because of European settlement in Australia.

• The class discuss the positive, negative and neutral changes that occurred. The teacher should write the 
ideas that are shared on the board.

15 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – GRAPHIC ORGANISERS AND WORKSHEETS

• Students use their knowledge about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and emotions to complete one or more of the 
graphic organisers or worksheets.

• These sheets may be completed in any order over a time frame determined by the teacher.

20–25 minutes

THIRD ACTIVITY

• The class reviews its work together, facilitated by the teacher.

• Consider and discuss the question: How can more people in Perth learn who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel was and 
why she is important?

5–10 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Students work in groups to plan community activities, events and resources that could help to inform people 
about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and her connection to the area that is now Perth.

• Some examples might be: A yearly walk to celebrate her legacy in Perth city, a day in NAIDOC week that 
specifically celebrates Aboriginal women, community posters and artwork, a gallery or museum exhibit.
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LANDMARKS EMOTIONS

Landmark 1 –  
Perth Railway Station

Landmark 2 –  
Liddelow Butcher

Landmark 3 –  
Bon Ton Café

Landmark 4 –  
City of Perth Library

Landmark 5 – 57 
Murray Street

Landmark 6 –  
Colonial Hospital, 

Perth

Landmark 7 –  
Government House

Landmark 8 –  
Bishop’s Grove

Activity Sheet 1
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LANDMARKS EMOTIONS

Landmark 1 – Perth Railway 
Station (lake where Fanny Balbuk 

Yooreel collected food before 
the lake was drained to build the 

station.)

Landmark 2 – Liddelow Butcher 
(Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s employer 
who paid the fine when she was 
arrested for disorderly behaviour.)

Landmark 3 – Bon Ton Café 
(where Fanny Balbuk Yooreel took 
tea with Daisy Bates, even though 

Fanny Balbuk Yooreel didn’t 
believe she would be allowed 

inside the ‘white mias’.)

Landmark 4 – City of Perth Library 
(where artworks were displayed to 
recognise Noongar activist Fanny 

Balbuk Yooreel.)

Landmark 5 – 57 Murray Street 
(where the Chief Protector of 
Aborigines controlled the lives 

of Aboriginal people throughout 
Western Australia.)

Landmark 6 – Colonial Hospital, 
Perth (where Fanny Balbuk Yooreel 

died on 20 March 1907. She was 
buried in an unmarked grave.)

Landmark 7 – Government House 
(just one of the sites in the Perth 

CBD where Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s 
relatives are buried.)

Landmark 8 – Bishop’s Grove 
(the site where Fanny Balbuk 

Yooreel’s grandmother, Yabben, 
was buried.)

Activity Sheet 2
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SAD FRUSTRATED INDIFFERENT

EXCITED INSECURE ISOLATED

BORED PROUD HURT

ANNOYED THOUGHTFUL CURIOUS

DETACHED HAPPY OVERWHELMED

BITTER WONDER BRAVE

SURPRISED COURAGEOUS HESITANT

INSPIRED UNCERTAIN CONFUSED

TIRED GRIEF PITY
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How did Fanny 
Balbuk Yooreel 

have to change her 
lifestyle because 

of European 
settlement?

How do you 
think each 
of these 
changes 
would have 
made her 
feel?
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In Common Different

What did Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and the European settlers have in common with each 
other? What was different about them? Come up with three ideas for each and use 
them to fill in the spaces below. Think about things like language, age, the size of their 
family, how they lived, where they lived and how they felt about where they lived. 

1.

2.

3. 3.

2.

1.
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How would you feel if you were moved away from your home and were not allowed to go back?

e.g. Sad

What sort of things might you do to show those feelings?

e.g. Start crying and always be upset when I talk to people.

How do you think this made the Aboriginal people feel?

e.g. Annoyed, because no one cared about what they wanted.



Emotions
Make
History


