
Cultural Warning: Please be aware this booklet includes images and names of people that may cause sadness or distress to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Level

Year 4

Year 5

Fanny Balbuk Yooreel 
Education Pack

DESCRIPTION
Students use the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary to consider how historical individuals 
are represented in the present because of different points of view and perspectives. 
Students also participate in activities that help them to further interrogate how we 
understand and narrate the past. They then use the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel map to display 
Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s connection to the land and give them a new understanding of the 
Perth city landscape, and to identify the changes that came about through colonisation and 
how they made different groups of people feel.

EQUIPMENT LIST
• Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map

•  Internet access for Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary: https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY

•  Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet

•  Printed worksheets for individual and group work

OUTCOMES
Students should be able to:

• Understand the connection 
between emotions, behaviour 
and place.

• Understand the way that 
the perspectives of different 
people construct our view of 
history.

• Understand the changes that 
occurred due to European 
settlement in Western 
Australia.

https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY


Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 4

Year 5
WA CURRICULUM LINKS
This table displays the direct or potential curriculum links that this resource has to the Western Australian Curriculum.

Year 4

Knowledge and Understanding

Government and Society

• People belong to diverse groups, such as cultural, religious and/or social groups, and this can shape identity.

Geography

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ ways of living were adapted to available resources and their connection to country/
place has influenced their views on the sustainable use of these resources, before and after colonisation.

History

• The diversity and longevity of Australia’s first peoples and the ways they are connected to country/place (e.g. land, sea, waterways, 
skies) and their pre-contact ways of life.

• The nature of contact between Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples and others (e.g. the Macassans, Europeans) and 
the impact that these interactions and colonisation had on the environment and people’s lives (e.g. dispossession, dislocation, the 
loss of lives through conflict, disease, loss of food sources and medicines).

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understanding of a topic (e.g. brainstorm, KWL chart).

• Locate and collect information from a variety of sources (e.g. photographs, maps, books, interviews, internet).

• Record selected information and/or data (e.g. use graphic organisers, develop note-taking strategies).

• Recognise the ethical protocols that exist when gathering information and/or data (e.g. respecting others’ work).

Analysing

• Identify different points of view/perspectives in information and/or data (e.g. distinguish fact from opinion, explore different stories 
on the same topic).

Evaluating

• Draw conclusions and give explanations based on the information and/or data displayed in texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. 
show similarities and differences).

Communicating and Reflecting

• Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on findings in different ways (e.g. complete a KWL chart, propose action 
in response to new knowledge).

Acknowledgements: This education pack is part of the Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel: Realising a Perth Resistance Fighter project, which is supported by 
Lotterywest, National Trust Western Australia, the City of Perth, the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions and the Government of 
Western Australia Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

Cover Image: Elder Marie Taylor leads the 
inaugural Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Walk through the 
City of Perth. Courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust 

of Western Australia.

All the other images in this education pack/
resource are courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust of 

Western Australia.



Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 4

Year 5
WA CURRICULUM LINKS
This table displays the direct or potential curriculum links that this resource has to the Western Australian Curriculum. 

Year 5
Knowledge and Understanding

Geography

• The way people alter the environmental characteristics of Australian places (e.g. vegetation clearance, fencing, urban development, 
drainage, irrigation, farming, forest plantations, mining).

History

• The patterns of colonial development and settlement (e.g. geographical features, climate, water resources, transport, discovery of 
gold) and how this impacted upon the environment (e.g. introduced species) and the daily lives of the different inhabitants (e.g. 
convicts, free settlers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples).

• The contribution or significance of one individual or group in shaping the Swan River Colony, including their motivations and actions 
(e.g. groups such as explorers, farmers, pastoralists, convicts or individuals such as James Stirling, John Septimus Roe, Thomas 
Peel).

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understandings, consider possible misconceptions and identify personal views on a topic (e.g. KWL chart, concept 
map).

• Develop and refine a range of questions required to plan an inquiry.

• Locate and collect information and/or data from a range of appropriate primary sources and secondary sources (e.g. museums, 
media, library catalogues, interviews, internet).

• Record selected information and/or data using a variety of methods (e.g. use graphic organisers, paraphrase, summarise).

Analysing

• Interpret information and/or data collected (e.g. sequence events in chronological order, identify cause and effect, make 
connections with prior knowledge).

• Identify different points of view/perspectives in information and/or data (e.g. analyse language, identify motives).

• Translate collected information and/or data to a variety of different formats (e.g. create a timeline, draw maps, convert a table of 
statistics into a graph).

Evaluating

• Draw and justify conclusions and give explanations based on the information and/or data in texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. 
identify patterns, infer relationships).

Communicating and Reflecting

• Present findings, conclusions and/or arguments, appropriate to audience and purpose, in a range of communication forms (e.g. 
written, oral, visual, digital, tabular, graphic, maps) and using subject-specific terminology and concepts.

• Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on findings in different ways (e.g. suggest additional questions to be 
investigated, propose a course of action on an issue that is significant to them).



Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 4

Year 5

LESSON PLANS
These activities should be completed over a minimum of two lessons. However, more advanced classes that finish work 
quickly can use the worksheets as extension activities or homework.

LESSON 1 TIME
Total 50 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

• Teacher asks if anyone in the class has heard of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and if they know what she did in the 
area that is now Perth.

• Teacher reads out some of the quotes from the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet.

5 minutes

CLASS DISCUSSION

• Led by the teacher, students share their thoughts on the following questions: From these quotes, what do 
we know about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel? Do these accounts give you the impression that she is an important 
person? What kinds of words are used to describe her? (e.g. shining light, brave, frustrated, knowledgeable).

5 minutes

DOCUMENTARY – FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL

Students watch the documentary about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel.

30 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

• Students each receive a worksheet about voices and historical sources.

• Students split into small groups and start discussing the concept of voices and historical sources and the 
questions on the worksheet.

• Using the ideas they have discussed in their groups, students start filling in the worksheet. *

* Completion of the worksheet combined with the extension activity can become a second follow-on lesson. 

10 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus questions. These can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• Why do people remember Fanny Balbuk Yooreel in different ways?

• If the Noongar Elder women in the documentary have never met her, how do they know so much about her? 
What kind of history do we call this? (oral history)

• Do you think it is important to gather a lot of information (like the documentary) instead of a little bit (like the 
quotes) when you are looking at someone from history? Why?



Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 4

Year 5

LESSON 2 TIME
Total 50 minutes

LEARNING REVIEW

• Teacher facilitates class discussion about the activities completed in the previous lesson. Students should 
now be able to identify who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel is and how she is associated with the area that is now 
Perth.

5 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – RESEARCH AND CLASS DISCUSSION

• Led by the teacher, students read pages 3–7 of the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet.

• The class discuss the various changes that occurred to the area that is now Perth in Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s 
time.

• The class also discusses the different sources of information that we have to construct Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel’s life, experiences and emotions.

• The teacher should write the ideas that are shared by the class on the board.

20 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – GRAPHIC ORGANISERS AND WORKSHEETS

• Students use their knowledge about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and the ideas from the class discussion to 
complete the four questions on the worksheet about historical perspectives and emotions.

• Students may then progress to the next sheet where they brainstorm ideas in a small group about historical 
perspectives and emotions.

• Students should complete an individual worksheet each but may share their ideas with a group to help 
them.

20 minutes

THIRD ACTIVITY – REVIEW

• The class reviews their work together, facilitated by the teacher.

5 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus questions. These can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• Do you know about any other Aboriginal people from Australia’s history like Fanny Balbuk Yooreel?

• Why do you think we know so little about stories like that of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel?
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Year 4

Year 5

LESSON 3 TIME
Total 50 minutes

LEARNING REVIEW

• Teacher facilitates class discussion about the activities completed in the previous lesson. Students should 
be able to identify who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel is and how she is associated with the area that is now Perth.

5 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – RESEARCH AND CLASS DISCUSSION

• With the teacher leading, students read through the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map and learn about the 
importance certain locations in Perth CBD had to Fanny Balbuk Yooreel.

• The class shares their thoughts on the aspects of the map that surprised them or that they didn’t know 
about before.

15 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY –  FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL TRAIL MAP AND WORKSHEETS

• Working in small groups, students cut around the outline of the map and stick it to the A3 Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel Trail Map worksheet.

• The first aim of the worksheet is for students to identify (indirect) quotes from the documentary and/or 
emotions that would be associated with each location on the map. For example, a quote about Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel’s anger and the emotion of frustration would be appropriate to associate with Government House, 
number 7 on the map.

• Students can also use the quotes from the map flyer and the booklet to help them.

30 minutes

THIRD ACTIVITY – FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL TRAIL MAP AND WORKSHEETS

• On the back of the A3 Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map worksheet, students need to briefly explain why they 
chose certain quotes/emotions for the different locations on the map.

• Students also need to consider what the map and Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s connection to the locations on the 
map has taught them about the changes that occurred in the Perth CBD after European settlement.

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus question. This can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• Does this map display how European settlement impacted on the environment and habits of a variety of 
different people? How?



How Fanny Balbuk Yooreel is described The actions Fanny Balbuk Yooreel took

e.g. Brave. e.g. Stood up for what she believed in.

Has your opinion of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel changed through what you have 
learnt? How do you feel about her now that you know more about her?

Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 4

Year 5
Activities

The words that are used to describe people from 
history can shape our understanding of their role 
and importance.

Using the table below, write down the words used to 
describe Fanny Balbuk Yooreel by the Noongar 
women Elders in the documentary in the first 
column. In the second column, write down an action 
Fanny took that connects with this word.
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Year 4

Year 5

Activities

How was the environment that 
Fanny Balbuk Yooreel grew up in 
changed because of colonisation?

How did she feel about 
these changes?

1.

2.3. How is Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s 
contribution to Aboriginal culture 
and the history of Perth significant 
to the Noongar community as 
discussed by the Elders in the 
documentary?

4. How do the Noongar women Elders 
in the documentary feel about 
Fanny Balbuk Yooreel?
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Year 4

Year 5
As a group, brainstorm your answers to the following questions:

Do you think the 
way Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel felt about 
her home and the 
land affected her 

behaviour?

What kinds of things 
change depending on 
who tells the story?

How do different 
sources shape 
what we know 

about the past?
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Year 5

After you have had a look at the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel map of Perth city with your 
teacher, cut out the map and stick it onto the page below. For each location, write 
down a quote or an emotion from the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet or documentary 
that you believe sums up her connection to that location. On the opposite side of this 
page, explain why you chose each emotion or quote. Why are they important? What do 
they tell us about the changes that occurred in Perth and how they came about?

FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL TRAIL MAP

1. 5.

2. 6.

3. 7.

4. 8.

Stick your map here
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Year 4

Year 5
Things to think about…
Why did you choose your quote or emotion for a particular location?

What does it tell us about the changes that occurred in Perth and how they came about?

1. 5.

2. 6.

3. 7.

4. 8.



Emotions
Make
History


