
Jean-Honore Fragonard, The Stolen Kiss (late 1780’s)
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The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions (Europe 1100-1800) presents:

public lecturechange

Enquiries: Tel: 08 8313 2421, 
janet.hart@adelaide.edu.au  

ALL WELCOME!www.historyofemotions.org.au

Mapping Religion (and eMotions) in the 
pRotestant Valleys of piedMont, 1655–1689

Date: Friday 25 October 2013
Time: 1.00pm - 2.00pm
Venue: Ira Raymond Room, Barr Smith Library,  

The University of Adelaide

GIOVAnnI TARAnTInO is a Research Fellow of the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions 
(1100–1800) at The University of Melbourne. He is a 
former Resident Fellow of the School of Historical Studies 
at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton nJ, Fellow 
of the Käte Hamburger Kolleg “Dynamics in the History of 

Religions between Asia and Europe” at Ruhr-Universität Bochum, and Research 
Assistant Professor in the School of Humanities at UWA. In 2012 he was awarded a 
research fellowship for the Balzan Prizewinners Project ‘A comparative approach to 
religions: a historical perspective, from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries’ led by 
Professor Carlo Ginzburg at the Scuola normale of Pisa. Some of his publications 
include: Republicanism, Sinophilia and Historical Writing: Thomas Gordon (1691?–1750) and 
his ‘History of England’ (Turnhout: Brepols, 2012, nominated  for the Leo Gershoy Award); 
“Collins’s Cicero, Freethinker” in Atheism and Deism Revalued: Heterodox Religious 
Identities in Britain, 1650-1800, edited by Wayne Hudson, Diego Lucci, and Jeffrey R. 
Wigelsworth (Ashgate, forthcoming);  ‘Martin Clifford and “A Treatise of Humane 
Reason” (1674): A Europe-Wide Debate’, in Philosophy and Religion in Enlightenment 
Britain: New Case Studies (essays presented to M. A. Stewart), ed. by Ruth Savage 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012); and ‘Alternative Hierarchies: Manhood and 
unbelief in early modern Europe, 1660–1750’, in Governing Masculinities: Regulating 
Selves and Others in the Early Modern Period, ed. by Susan Broomhall and Jacqueline Van 
Gent (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2011).

Dr Giovanni Tarantino
The University of Melbourne

The Alpine territory inhabited by the Piedmontese Waldensians 

is variously represented in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century 

cartography. These variations reflect the religious and political 

leanings of those who made and used them, depicting, for 

instance, the efforts made by the Capuchins to re-Catholicize the 

area, or the House of Savoy’s subjection of the territory.

But even more significant is the cartography produced by the 

Waldensians, in that it charts a process of appropriation and a 

transformation of the ghetto within which the repressive 

Sabaudian legislation had set out to confine them into a small 

country to be proud of, whose religious and cultural identity they 

were (and are) determined to preserve. Purely territorial 

definitions thus turned into distinctive banners of a religious and 

ecclesial minority community, an ‘emotional community’ made 

more aware and prouder of its own cultural identity by the 

shared experience of persecution, marginalization and derision. 

The adventurous and dramatic story of a small valley world 

became emblematic of the many European episodes of diversity, 

dispersal and rejection. And the ‘affective cartography’ of the 

Waldensians is a reminder to practitioners in the history of 

emotions of the importance of this particular source – the 

geographic map – which contains an abundance of information 

but has, to date, received little consideration in the historic 

investigation of emotions.
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