
GENRE AND AUTHORITY IN EARLY MODERN 
EUROPE 1517-1688 

11-12 JULY 2013, SCHOOL OF CULTURE AND COMMUNICATION, THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE  

 

For more information and to register to attend the conference please visit : 

  

For any enquiries please contact Dr. Justin Clemens: jclemens@unimelb.edu.au  or Anna Cordner: 

cordnera@unimelb.edu.au  

This conference explores the struggle for political authority in early 
modern Europe through the creation and development of such 
influential media as public pamphleteering, anonymous libels and 
permanent popular playhouses. From the Protestant Revolution to 
the Glorious Revolution, the terms and technologies of political 
struggle are radically transformed, from late medieval disputes to 
recognisably modern debates. Recent scholarship has returned to 
the proliferation and cross-grafting of genres in early modern 
Europe, re-examining the very familiar (for example, Elizabethan-
Jacobean tragedy and comedy), as well as the lesser-known (for 
example, the heroic drama of the Restoration stage). Such studies 
have shown how these genres emerge as partial responses to 
contemporaneous political, religious and media developments. 
Hence we see real political struggles for domination taken up as 
generic forces; for instance, in the anonymous libels of the period. We also see the five-act structure of new drama 
as not only a revivification of classical dictates, but as tied to the efficient stage-management of permanent 
playhouses; for instance, as in the mnemotechnics and directions of Shakespeare plays. Yet these new genres do not 
only emerge as symbolic responses to real problems, but they become forces of problem-creation in their own right. 
The problem of authority — of symbolic authority, of authorization, of authorship — thereby receives a new and 
decisive impetus in early modern Europe. This conference aims to encourage the study of the relationships between 
genre and authority in their historical context, and of the continuing import that these early modern developments 
have for us today.  

The Conference will be hosted by the School of Culture and Communication at The University of Melbourne on 11 
and 12 July 2013. Registration includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea for both days of the conference. 

Key note speakers: Professor Ian Donaldson and Professor James Simpson 

 

Registration Fee: $100 (waged), $75 (unwaged) 
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