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SHAKESPEARE IN 
HIS OWN TIME

Shakespeare, as rival Ben Jonson famously observed, was “not of an age, but for all time”. Today, this myth of universalism 
underpins the rhetoric of conservative education policy, often fetishizing the bard in the classroom. Shakespeare’s 147,000,000 
Google hits and countless modern adaptations of his work affirm he is “for all time”, but it’s worth remembering that 
Shakespeare was also a product of his own age. This roundtable event – two short papers from Shakespeare specialists and 
a discussion session followed by drinks – offers a more topical perspective on Shakespeare’s work and makes some practical 
suggestions for leveraging contextual knowledge in the classroom. We hope secondary English and Drama teachers interested 
will join us to think about the real value of Shakespeare for students today. 

Professor Tom Bishop  
(University of Auckland, EMSAH Lloyd Davis 
Professorial Fellow for 2012)

Shakespeare’s professional life combined 
multiple roles: writer, actor, shareholder. He 
was a key member of the most successful 
theatre company in the England of its day, 
and he knew its membership and their talents 
intimately and over many years. He wrote 

for people he knew — and it shows. In this session, Tom Bishop 
will look at the organization and key members of the company 
Shakespeare worked with and consider how he shaped the plays 
together with them. Focusing on the “backstage” dimensions of 
his work, he will also consider ways in which this knowledge can 
be brought to the classroom to inform student experience of the 
plays.

Dr Ross Knecht  
(UQ Hub, ARC Centre of Excellence for the 
History of Emotions)

Shakespeare, unlike his contemporaries 
Marlowe, Sidney, and Spenser, had no 
university education. His lack of university 
experience has led conspiracy-minded 
commentators to argue that he could not 
have written the plays attributed to him. 

Ross Knecht argues against that, showing how Shakespeare’s 
rigorous grammar school education provided an ideal 
foundation for the cultivation of Shakespeare’s literary genius. 
In doing so, he illuminates an often overlooked cultural 
context of Shakespeare’s work, providing teachers with 
fresh ideas for approaching old texts, and frames a timely 
discussion question – “what is the role of secondary education 
in fostering literary culture?”

Numbers are limited – please RSVP by Friday, October 20 to Penny 
Boys (Outreach and Education Officer, UQ Node of The ARC Centre of 
Excellence for the History of Emotions): p.boys@uq.edu.au

Please note: This event will be videotaped and made available as a 
series of podcasts on the developing CPD section through the website 
for UQ School of English, Media Studies and Art History (EMSAH).

www.emsah.uq.edu.au    www.historyofemotions.org.au


