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Programme

9am Welcome and Introduction

9.15am-10.45am Historic Contexts
Chair:  Associate Professor Jo Elfving-Hwang, Korean Studies, UWA

Professor Susan Broomhall, ARC Centre for the History of Emotions
Fractured Feelings: Shaping family among Korean migrant potters in early modern Japan

Dr Jeremy Martens, History, UWA 
‘Disturbing and most poisonous agitations’: Race, violence and populism in Sydney, 1888

Dr Nadia Rhook, History, UWA
Healing, Intimacy, and Racialised Feelings: Doctors of Colour in ‘White Australia’

10.45am - 11.15am Morning Tea

11.15am - 12.45pm Contemporary Affective Experiences In Asia 
Chair: Prof Susan Broomhall, History, UWA

Dr Amalya Ashman, sponsored by the Academy of Korean Studies and ARC Centre for the History of 
Emotions
The Language of Love: Negotiating Romantic Feelings in ‘Multicultural’ Relationships in South 
Korea

Dr Laura Dales, Japanese Studies, UWA 
The Place of Friendship: Distance and movement in contemporary Japanese friendships

Dr Yin Wang, NCKU, Taiwan, visit sponsored by UWA’s Institute for Advanced Studies
The Position of the Uncared: Affect, Nursing, and Neoliberal Asia

12.45pm - 2pm Lunch

2pm - 3pm Identity and Emotions in Contemporary Asian Migration 
Chair: Dr Amalya Ashman, AKS/IAS Visiting Fellow to UWA

Professor Lynne Nakano, Department of Japanese Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
visit sponsored by UWA’s Institute for Advanced Studies and Forrest Hall Visiting Fellowship
Single Women in East Asia’s Megacities: Reflections on Movement, Intimacy, and Opportunity in 
Hong Kong, Tokyo, and Shanghai

Associate Professor Farida Fozdar, Sociology, UWA
Mixing: the Asian ‘mixed-race’ relationship

3pm - 3.30pm Roundtable discussion

3.30pm-4pm Afternoon Tea

Close
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Papers: 
Fractured Feelings: Shaping family among Korean migrant potters in early modern Japan
Professor Susan Broomhall, ARC Centre for the History of Emotions 
This essay considers the management of family through manufacturing and cultural traditions among Koreans relocated to 
Japan during the Japanese invasions of the Korean peninsula from 1592-98, known as the Imjin Wars. In particular, it examines 
the monument created by Jissen, a fourth generation of the Fukaumi family that had come to Japan to work in ceramics during 
the period of the invasions. Potters were particularly desirable labourers brought to Japan during this period. At the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, the family’s descendant celebrated the founding significance of his great-grandfather and great-
grandmother with a temple monument. By this period, changing tea ceremony practices had brought Aritaware increased 
attention, first among the Japanese nobility and then to a wider European clientele. This chapter analyses how this textual and 
material artefact helped to construct the identity of a translocated family, and gave meaning to dynasty, house and household 
in new ways shaped by their presence in seventeenth and eighteenth-century Japan.

Susan Broomhall is Co-Director of the Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions, and 
an Australian Research Council Future Fellow, researching emotions, material culture, gender and early modern European 
history, including its contact with East Asia in the period. In this vein, she researches and publishes on historical emotional 
engagement with Asian ceramics; on Japanese and Chinese converts to Christianity; Japanese migration; and Japanese and 
Korean sexual and labour migration in the pre-modern world. She is a member of an international World Universities Network 
project concerned with migration and marriage in East Asia, which brings together National Cheng Kung University, The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Rikkyo University, Shih Chien University and The University of Western Australia. 

‘Disturbing and most poisonous agitations’: Race, violence and populism in Sydney, 1888
Dr Jeremy Martens, History, UWA 
This paper examines the New South Wales government’s response to the arrival in Sydney of several hundred Chinese migrants 
on the SS Afghan and other vessels in mid-1888. I argue that massive popular protests by furious Sydney residents surprised 
and intimidated the colonial premier, Henry Parkes, who, under duress, provided a written guarantee that Chinese passengers 
would be prevented from landing. Having given this guarantee, he was in no position to manipulate the agitation. In the 
following weeks Parkes repeatedly deferred to popular pressure in flagrantly disregarding the existing law, ramming draconian 
legislation through the Legislative Assembly and openly defying the authority of the Supreme Court. These ‘disturbing and 
most poisonous agitations’ of 1888 hijacked the policies and dictated the actions of the New South Wales government. The 
paper concludes that extra-parliamentary populism was a powerful force in colonial New South Wales.

Jeremy Martens completed his BA (Hons) at the University of Natal, South Africa and his MA and PhD at Queen’s University at 
Kingston, Canada. He teaches global history; South African, African and British imperial history; and the history of race and 
racism. His research interests include the evolution of immigration restriction legislation in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa, as well as race, gender and the law in nineteenth and twentieth century South Africa.

Healing, Intimacy, and Racialised Feelings: Doctors of Colour in ‘White Australia’
Dr Nadia Rhook, History, UWA
Medical migrants from southern China and South Asia have had an enduring and pervasive presence and political power 
in Australia, both before and during the introduction of the 1901 Immigration Restriction, commonly known as the ‘White 
Australia Policy’. Whereas imperial and colonial historians have long recognised the close interrelationship of medicine and 
race, their emotional dimensions remain underappreciated. At the same time, critical scholars have begun to interrogate 
how emotions have been, and are, racialized and operationalized to support colonial power and resistance thereto. This 
paper explores the emotional dynamics of medical intimacies in fin-de-siecle Victoria. How did doctors of colour negotiate 
the complex emotional terrain of a white dominated society? What kinds of emotions shaped white settlers’ use and abuse of 
doctors of colour? And how were racial hierarchies produced by and through this terrain? 

Nadia Rhook is a white settler historian, writer, and curator. She researches British and French settler colonial and Asian 
Australian history at the University of Western Australia, on Whadjuk Noongar land. Her research is much inspired by her 
background in ESL teaching, and in 2016 she curated the City of Melbourne heritage exhibition ‘Moving Tongues: language and 
migration in 1890s Melbourne’. She’s published in international and local journals including the Journal of Colonialism and 
Colonial History, Postcolonial Studies and Peril Magazine, and is currently writing a book about the politics of language and 
Asian migration in colonial Melbourne, forthcoming with Duke University Press.

The Language of Love: Negotiating Romantic Feelings in ‘Multicultural’ Relationships in South Korea 
Dr Amalya Ashman, sponsored by the Academy of Korean Studies and ARC Centre for the History of Emotions
At present, research in South Korea on ‘international marriages’ has focused on marriage migrants entering the country 
from East and South East Asia to marry low-earning or rural South Korean bachelors (Freeman 2005, 2011; Yeom & Kim 2008; 
Kim 2010). Scholarly attention about the increasingly visible marriages between South Korean men and white, Western 
women, (both of whom are urban, university-educated professionals) has thus far been lacking. In a previous publication, 
‘From Foreign Bride to ‘Korean’ Mother: Managing Feeling in Modern, South Korean Marriages’, I identified three different 
words for love—yŏnae, sarang and jŏng—that reflect the values of Korean society at different junctures in recent history, and 
signify important cultural attitudes towards the ideal relationship between husband and wife. This paper will present my 
most recent findings regarding how feelings of love are negotiated linguistically and culturally in ‘multicultural’ relationships 
between Korean speaking men and their partners from Western countries. Do expressions of sarang and jŏng feature in the 
dialogue between these couples, for instance? Through a series of interviews with women in long-term relationships, I plan to 
investigate cross-cultural understanding within the intimacy of the relationship to ascertain what discursive, behavioural or 
emotional strategies are employed by the couple to overcome misunderstandings, or communicate their intentions or state 
of mind. This paper will present some initial impressions from the interviews and begin to explore larger questions of how 
emotions are described and performed, and if gendered and culturally-encoded meanings may change in the intimacy of long-
term relationships.

Amalya Ashman specialises in emotion in South Korean modern history and popular culture, with a focus on discourses of 
nationalism and gender. She completed her PhD at La Trobe University, Melbourne, and is currently a Visiting Research Fellow 
at the University of Western Australia, supported by the Academy of Korean Studies.

The Place of Friendship: Distance and movement in contemporary Japanese friendships
Dr Laura Dales, Japanese Studies, UWA
As Japanese women and men marry later or not at all, spending more of their lives outside of marriage (divorced, as-yet 
unmarried, never-married or widowed), the image of the reproductive family may no longer accurately represent the 
fundamental social unit of Japan. Low fertility rates and an ageing population draw the individual into focus, and challenge 
the universality of family as constructed in the last century. In this context, the creation and maintenance of friendship has 
become an issue of considerable social interest and concern.  In this paper I explore the implications of place and distance 
in Japanese friendships. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork as well as contemporary Japanese literature on friendship, 
I examine the significance of place in the creation of friendships. I then explore the effects and meanings of geographical 
movement – such as from home-towns to cities – on the forms and maintenance of friendships for Japanese women and men.

Laura Dales is a Lecturer in Asian Studies at The University of Western Australia. Her research interests include agency, 
sexuality, friendship and dating broadly, as well as  singlehood and marriage in Japan. Her publications include the 
monograph Feminist Movements in Contemporary Japan (Routledge, 2009), and the edited collection (with Romit Dasgupta and 
Tomoko Aoyama) Configurations of Family in Contemporary Japan (Routledge, 2015). She is working on project recently funded 
by the Australia Research Council DECRA award, examining intimacy beyond the family in contemporary Japan.

The Position of the Uncared: Affect, Nursing, and Neoliberal Asia
Dr Yin Wang, NCKU, Taiwan, visit sponsored by UWA’s Institute for Advanced Studies
Since the 1980s, the shifting landscape of migrant Southeast Asian workers across the Pacific and beyond bears witness to not 
only Asia’s economic and political reorganization, but the region’s demographic changes. By reading a selection of Southeast 
Asian migrant workers’ writing on caregiving in Taiwan, this paper explores critical ways of reading the stories with a focus on 
the intersection of multiple national and supranational bio-political governances, and the problematic of positioning them 
simply as enslaved laborers under the current order of transnational capitalism. Drawing on affect theory, feminist scholarship 
on care, and anti-integrationist critique of critical race studies, this paper seeks ways of seeing pains of life left unattended and 
unworthy of attention without objectifying them into the demand for a new narrative of global humanism.

Yin Wang is Associate Professor of English and Cultural Studies at Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, National 
Cheng Kung University, Taiwan. Her research interests include discourses of nationalism, disability studies, queer studies, and 
affect theory. Her works have appeared in boundary 2, Chung-Wai Literary Quarterly, and essay collections on queer cultures 
or disability studies. Currently she is working on a book manuscript about the Black Power Movement’s critique of the United 
States as an imperial nation.
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Single Women in East Asia’s Megacities: Reflections on Movement, Intimacy, and Opportunity in Hong 
Kong, Tokyo, and Shanghai
Professor Lynne Nakano, Department of Japanese Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
visit sponsored by UWA’s Institute for Advanced Studies and Forrest Hall Visiting Fellowship
This paper explores the dilemmas faced by women when they decide to move away from their hometowns to pursue 
opportunities to further their education and seek more promising employment in professional or white-collar work in East 
Asia’s megacities. The paper is based on interviews with women between the ages of 25 and 45 living in Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
and Tokyo. The paper argues that when women move to megacities to pursue opportunities to explore the world and develop 
themselves, they find, sometimes to their surprise, that the transition to marriage and starting a family becomes indefinitely 
delayed. In moving away from their families, women lose the connections and networks that help young people find marriage 
partners. At the same time, moving away from their hometowns releases women from the immediate pressures to marry and 
conform to gendered social expectations placed upon them by family members and friends. For some single women, migration 
to megacities opens up new opportunities for intimacy and connections with others in unconventional and sometimes 
unexpected ways. As women gain experience earning an independent living, many start to revise their expectations about 
marriage, family, and the meanings of happiness for themselves.  

Professor Lynne Nakano is Professor in Japanese Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She received her PhD in 
Anthropology from Yale University. Her research publications concern women and gender in Japan, Hong Kong and Shanghai; 
marriage and life choices; volunteerism and civic sphere in Japan and images of fashion, body and beauty in Hong Kong and 
Japan. She is currently working on several projects including single women in Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Tokyo; and special 
education in Japan, including her recent publication “Happiness and Unconventional Life Choices: Views of Single Women 
in Japan.” In Wolfram Manzenreiter and Barbara Holthus (ed.) Happiness and the Good Life in Japan. New York and London: 
Routledge, 2017. 

Mixing: the Asian ‘mixed-race’ relationship
Associate Professor Farida Fozdar, Sociology, UWA
This paper explores that most intimate of emotional relationships – the mixed race family. Internal and international migration 
have seen a rise in the proportions of mixed race families in a number of Asian countries. Others have very long histories of 
mixed relationships, resulting in named mixed communities (Eurasians, Peranakans, Anglo Indians) that occupy specific socio-
economic sectors and endure specific stereotypes. Using recent literature, this paper surveys the field of mixed race family 
studies (in several Asian countries including Singapore, Indonesia, India and Korea, as well as families with an Asian parent 
living in Australia), identifying some of the key features in the emotional lives of those who have breached endogamous norms, 
and their offspring.  It argues that socio-political structures are key to determining the experiences, identities and sense of 
value for these families, and therefore feature in their emotional lives.

Farida Fozdar is Associate Professor in Sociology at The University of Western Australia. Her research focuses on race 
relations and migrant settlement issues (including employment, housing, belonging and service delivery), racism, citizenship 
and nationalism, and refugees and asylum seekers. She works closely with migrant settlement agencies and community 
organisations. She has published widely, as well as authoring reports to government and research consultancies. Her 
latest projects are three edited collections on mixed race, a monograph on Australian identity, and several papers on 
postnationalism. 
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