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DESCRIPTION
Students use the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary to consider the connection between 
culture, landscapes and emotions. Students also participate in activities that allow them 
to consider the importance of oral histories and how the voices of present-day Aboriginal 
female Elders are a valuable source in understanding and connecting to Perth’s history. 
They then use a combination of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel resources to generate ideas on how 
the stories, emotions and connections to land that these women have described can be 
preserved and remembered.

EQUIPMENT LIST
• Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map

• Internet access for Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary: https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY

• Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Booklet

• Printed worksheets for individual and group work

OUTCOMES
Students should be able to:

• Understand the connection 
between culture, landscapes 
and emotions.

•  Understand the importance of 
oral histories as a historical 
source.

• Understand the importance 
of preserving the stories and 
culture of the past.

Cultural Warning: Please be aware this booklet includes images and names of people that may cause sadness or distress to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

https://youtu.be/bpnZYm2-_PY


Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 7

Year 8

Acknowledgements: This education pack is part of the Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel: Realising a Perth Resistance Fighter project, which is supported by 
Lotterywest, National Trust Western Australia, the City of Perth, the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions and the Government of 
Western Australia Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

Cover Image: Elder Marie Taylor leads the 
inaugural Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Walk through the 
City of Perth. Courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust 

of Western Australia.

All the other images in this education resource are 
courtesy of M. Poon, National Trust of Western 

Australia.



Fanny Balbuk Yooreel: Education Resource Level

Year 7

Year 8
WA CURRICULUM LINKS
This table displays the direct or potential curriculum links that this resource has to the Western Australian Curriculum.

Year 7

Knowledge and Understanding

Geography

• The factors that influence the decisions people make about where to live and their perceptions of the liveability of places.

History

• The importance of conserving the remains of the ancient past, including the heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understandings to consider possible gaps and/or misconceptions, new knowledge needed and challenges to personal 
perspectives.

• Construct a range of questions, propositions and/or hypotheses.

• Use a variety of methods to collect relevant information and/or data from a range of appropriate sources, such as print, digital, audio, 
visual and fieldwork.

• Identify differences in terms of origin and purpose between primary sources (e.g. a cartoon, speech, artefact) and secondary sources 
(e.g. reference books, such as a dictionary or encyclopedia).

Analysing

• Identify points of view/perspectives, attitudes and/or values in information and/or data (e.g. from tables, statistics, graphs, models, 
cartoons, maps, timelines).

Communicating and Reflecting

• Represent information and/or data using appropriate formats to suit audience and purpose (e.g. tables/graphs, visual displays, 
models, timelines, maps, other graphic organisers)

• Reflect on learning to review original understandings and/or determine actions in response to events, challenges, developments, 
issues, problems and/or phenomena.
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Year 8

Knowledge and Understanding

Civics and Citizenship

• Different perspectives about Australia’s national identity, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives and what it 
means to be Australian.

Geography

• The spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of landscapes and landforms for people, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

Changing Nations

• The causes and consequences of urbanisation in Australia and one other country from the Asia region.

Humanities and Social Sciences Skills

Questioning and Researching

• Identify current understandings to consider possible gaps and/or misconceptions, new knowledge needed and challenges to personal 
perspectives.

• Construct a range of questions, propositions and/or hypotheses.

• Use a variety of methods to collect relevant information and/or data from a range of appropriate sources, such as print, digital, audio, 
visual and fieldwork.

• Identify differences in terms of origin and purpose between primary sources (e.g. a cartoon, speech, artefact) and secondary sources 
(e.g. reference books, such as a dictionary or encyclopedia).

Analysing

• Use criteria to select relevant information and/or data such as accuracy, reliability, currency and usefulness to the question

• Identify points of view/perspectives, attitudes and/or values in information and/or data (e.g. from tables, statistics, graphs, models, 
cartoons, maps, timelines).

Evaluating

• Draw and justify conclusions and give explanations based on the information and/or data in texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. 
identify patterns, infer relationships).

Communicating and Reflecting

• Represent information and/or data using appropriate formats to suit audience and purpose (e.g. tables/graphs, visual displays, 
models, timelines, maps, other graphic organisers)

• Reflect on learning to review original understandings and/or determine actions in response to events, challenges, developments, 
issues, problems and/or phenomena.
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LESSON PLANS
These activities should be completed over a minimum of two lessons. However, more advanced classes that finish work quickly can use the 
worksheets as extension activities or homework.

LESSON 1 TIME
Total 50 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – CLASS DISCUSSION

• Teacher facilitates a Think, Pair and Share activity with the students, focusing on the following questions: Do 
you think Perth’s landscape has changed over the past 200 years? How and why has it changed? How do we 
acknowledge the way Aboriginal people used to live on the land in Perth?  How do we acknowledge their 
emotional connection to the land?

10 minutes

DOCUMENTARY – FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL

Students watch the documentary about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel.

30 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

• Students each receive a worksheet about land and emotions.

• Students split into small groups and start discussing the concept of land and emotions and the questions on 
the worksheet.

• Using the ideas they have discussed in their groups, students start filling in the land and emotions chart on 
the worksheet. *

*Completion of the worksheet combined with the extension activity can become a second follow-on lesson. 

10 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus questions. These can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• Did you know about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel before today?

• Women Elders in the documentary describe Fanny Balbuk Yooreel as an important and influential figure in 
history. Considering this, and your answer to the first question, do you think that there is a gap in our 
current understandings of Perth’s history?

• How did the women Elders in the documentary learn about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel? What kind of history do 
we call this? (oral history)

• Is oral history a primary or a secondary source of information?
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LESSON 2 TIME
Total 50 minutes

LEARNING REVIEW

• Teacher facilitates class discussion about the activities completed in the previous lesson. Students should 
be able to identify who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel was and how she is associated with Perth.

5 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – RESEARCH AND CLASS DISCUSSION

• Led by the teacher or in groups, students read pages 3–21 of the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel booklet.

20 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY – GRAPHIC ORGANISERS AND WORKSHEETS

• Led by the teacher, students consider the following questions: How do the women in the documentary and 
the people mentioned in the booklet express their feelings about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel? Did you notice any 
changes that occurred in Perth during Fanny’s lifetime? How did Fanny Balbuk Yooreel feel about the land 
she grew up on changing?

• Students then use their knowledge about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and the ideas from the class discussion to 
complete the two worksheets on emotional connections to land. *

*Completion of the worksheets combined with the extension activity can become a second follow-on lesson.

20–25 minutes

THIRD ACTIVITY – REVIEW

• The class reviews their work together, facilitated by the teacher.

5 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus questions. These can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• Is there a particular place in the world that you feel emotionally connected to? Where is it and why do you 
feel connected to it?

• What is important about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s legacy to the women Elders in the documentary? What have 
they learnt from her?

• Is there a way that we can make the voices and stories of the Noongar community more widely heard today?
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LESSON 3 TIME
Total 55 minutes

LEARNING REVIEW

• Teacher facilitates class discussion about the activities completed in the previous lesson. Students should 
be able to identify who Fanny Balbuk Yooreel is and how she is associated with Perth.

5 minutes

FIRST ACTIVITY – RESEARCH AND CLASS DISCUSSION

• In small groups, students examine the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map.

• Students discuss how this map supports the preservation of Aboriginal voices and the public awareness of 
the significance of certain areas in and around Perth to the Noongar community.

• Students should spend five minutes sharing the ideas they have generated with the rest of the class.

20 minutes

SECOND ACTIVITY –  FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL TRAIL MAP AND WORKSHEETS

• Students should have identified that the voices of the women Elders in the documentary and the story of 
Fanny Balbuk Yooreel are important aspects of Perth’s heritage that should be recognised and preserved.

• Students are to complete the final worksheet in small groups. The Fanny Balbuk Yooreel documentary, map 
and booklet are amazing community resources that allow us to connect with the lesser known yet highly 
significant aspects of Perth’s past. The worksheet encourages students to come up with other ways that the 
story of Fanny Balbuk Yooreel and the voices of the Aboriginal women Elders in the documentary can be 
promoted and remembered.

• Remind students that the preservation of oral history, and the knowledge of places that no longer exist are 
just as important as the preservation of physical structures! 

25 minutes

THIRD ACTIVITY – FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL TRAIL MAP AND WORKSHEETS

• On the back of the A3 Fanny Balbuk Yooreel Trail Map worksheet, students need to briefly explain why they 
chose certain quotes/emotions for the different locations on the map.

• Students also need to consider what the map and Fanny Balbuk Yooreel’s connection to the locations on the 
map has taught them about the changes that occurred in the Perth CBD after European settlement. 

5 minutes

EXTENSION OR EXTRA TIME ACTIVITY

• Focus questions. These can be discussed as a class, in small groups or individually.

• What has learning about Fanny Balbuk Yooreel helped you to understand about the spiritual, cultural and 
aesthetic value of land for Aboriginal people?

• Are the emotional connections we form with certain landscapes important to remember and maintain? 
Why?
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Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel

In each circle, write 
down a kind of 

emotion mentioned 
in connection to 
Fanny Balbuk 
Yooreel by the 

Noongar women 
elders in the 
documentary.

In each square, explain how these 
kinds of feelings connect to land 
in and around Perth. This could be 
through events, stories, memories 
or practices.



Aboriginal people European settlers

2. What kind of emotional, spiritual and practical connections did Fanny Balbuk Yooreel 
and other Aboriginal people have to their lands? Explain why it was important.

2. How is this emotional connection acknowledged today? 
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Activities

1. Using the table below, write down the 
things that you think made the Perth area 
liveable for Aboriginal people like Fanny 
Balbuk Yooreel and for European settlers.
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Activities

Are the emotional, spiritual and cultural aspects of the land in and around Perth city that 
Fanny Balbuk Yooreel fought for access to still visible? Use the Fanny Balbuk Yooreel 
Trail Map, booklet and documentary to help you to find three examples of how this is 
experienced by Noongar women Elders today. 

WHAT ARE THE EMOTIONAL, SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL 
ASPECTS OF FANNY BALBUK YOOREEL’S WORLD THAT 
NOONGAR WOMEN ELDERS STILL CONNECT WITH TODAY?

HOW DO NOONGAR WOMEN ELDERS EXPERIENCE 
THESE CONNECTIONS? ARE THEY VISIBLE, PASSED 
ON THROUGH ORAL HISTORIES, OR MAYBE BOTH?
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WHAT IS BEING PRESERVED? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? HOW DO 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE FEEL ABOUT IT?

HOW COULD IT BE PRESERVED AND 
EXPERIENCED TODAY?



Emotions
Make
History


