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CONFIRMED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ARE:

• Prof. Annalise Acorn, Faculty of 
Law, University of Alberta, Canada

• Prof. Hila Keren, Southwestern Law School,
Los Angeles, USA

• Magistrate Hugh Dillon, Deputy State
Coroner, NSW

• Prof. Payam Akhavan (via Skype), McGill
University, Montreal, Canada

Today many assume that Western legal practice was historically 
embedded in the perception that upholding the law required 
dispassion and that undisciplined emotions could dangerously 
undercut the ability for judges and juries to make rational 
decisions. Emotion had no role in the creation, interpretation, 
reception or practice of the law. However, in the last two 
decades there has been an ever-increasing volume of academic 
work that paints a very different picture of the role of emotions 
in the law. This conference aims to stimulate genuine debate 
and	encourage	serious	reflection	on	the	enduring	‘problem’	of	
rationality and emotions. We will explore the following: 

• how emotions have been seen and/or continue to be seen to
complement or distort logic and decision making by judges,
juries, legislators or citizens

• historical and contemporary perspectives on how people
should behave in courtrooms, including evaluations about
emotions and body language

• the role of victim impact statements, past and present

• reflections	on	the	role	of	the	judge	as	a	‘rational	actor’

• the gendering of emotion in legal theory

• ‘proper’	emotions	in	legal	processes

• the	role	of	specific	emotions	in	legal	practices	including,
but not limited to, anger, wrath, guilt and remorse

• disciplined versus un-disciplined emotions

• (how) can the law take account of emotions and remain
consistent and fair?

• how far are we able to accurately judge and evaluate
emotions and what bearing should this have on accepting
emotions as part of legal rulings?
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